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Marcus Aurelius, 121–180 AD
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Loss is nothing else 
but change: and 
in this delights the 
nature of the whole; 
by which all things 
are formed well.
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ZnCO3 (?)



3

Allen Van Heyl, 1959

Smithsonite is the most abundant 
zinc mineral in the zone of oxidation. 
Locally however, it is found among 
major fractures to a considerable 
depth below the water table. Some  
of the types distinguished by miners  
is described below: 

‘White bone’, the best grade – white, 
solid and heavy – commonly occurs 
as flat scale-like masses with smooth 
surfaces; 

‘Sponge Bone’ – the common porous 
brown and grey cellular variety; 

‘Sheet bone’ – massive to porous 
coatings on rock; 

‘Skull bone’ – smooth yellowish 
plates and fragments.
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BONE
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POINT
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Make Places for the Young

Call up your daughters as they first see the sun
Tell them of their place on this land
Their name must be strong and its meaning clear
Their song is their path and their culture

Listen for the spirits of the land at your son’s first cry
You will soon know what his song will be
His dreaming will be built by the laws of your own life
Because it is to these that he will look to make his way

Look to yourself as you grow old
Your time is no longer your own, but is for trade with 
those who follow
Wisdom for respect and new stories for old
You must make places for the young.
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The birth and death
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of the noble savage



10

THE

Ever since Europeans ventured beyond the 
Pillars of Hercules to the west, and the Gates 
of Alexander to the east, rich literary and visual 
traditions have grown to describe what lay beyond. 
The beginnings of this process blended folklore 
with fantasy. Actual observation was rare, or 
short-lived. Where it occurred, the passage of fact 
through generations of oral history shifted its value 
from documentation to literary and visual allegory. 
The earliest and most enduring examples are the 
epic Greek poems attributed to Homer. 

Beyond the frontier were reputed to live primitive 
and barbarous tribes, but also regions of immense, 
fantastical wealth. It was through imagining 
such places and people, and experiencing the 
first, tentative encounters with human cultures 
outside of the medieval Christian imagination 
that Europeans began to form ideas of their own 
distinctiveness. The idea of Europe might be said 
to have emerged to describe a place surrounded  
by savages.

When French and British navigators and artists 
arrived in Van Diemen’s Land, the noble savages 
that they found were more complex and ambiguous 
than those referred to in popular histories. Their 
depictions drew on a cultural and literary heritage 
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BIRTH

naïve to cultures beyond the Christian West, 
with a wide pallet of variations of noble savagery 
from which to choose. The Palawa (Tasmanian 
Aborigines) were initially seen as heroic and 
beyond servitude to civil rule and all its corrupting 
influences; a reflection of French disillusion with 
institutional power and the corruption of society 
by injustice and property. They symbolized a heroic 
and untamed nobility with sovereign rights to nature, 
leading a virtuous existence beyond colonial rule. 

They could be a tempestuous ally, a source of 
natural reason, a reminder of the diversity of 
humanity, or a naïve child of nature. They could 
be a remnant of the Golden Age and, through 
mortality in common with the civilised European, 
offer hope of a return to lost freedoms. Alongside 
all of this, my ancestors also represented a disparate 
and primitive hard savagery from which Europeans 
could reassuringly distinguish themselves. 

It was this aspect of savagery that excused their 
inhumane treatment by the colonial British, and 
continues to influence attitudes two hundred  
years later. 



AND
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Hesiod, c. 700 BC

They took their pleasure in festivals, 
and lived without troubles. When 
they died, it was as if they fell asleep. 
All goods were theirs. The fruitful 
grainland yielded its harvest to them 
of its own accord; this was great and 
abundant, while they at their pleasure 
quietly looked after their works, in the 
midst of good things.
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DEATH


